September 2022

With thanks to God, Pastor Calvin and I are very pleased to share with you that we have been able to increase Miriam’s
position as Children’s Education Coordinator from part-time to full-time! She has finished her time at Fareway and has
joined our staff full-time.
When we voted to expand this position to full-time at our congregational meeting earlier this summer, it was contingent on
identifying new annual pledges of financial support to offset the increased payroll costs. This happened!
As most of you know, Miriam Bjornstad is a valuable staff member who has spent many years helping to create a growing
and exciting Children’s Education Ministry at St. Peter. In addition to giving Miriam increased hours to build upon our already
solid base, we are also establishing the Children’s Ministry Education Coordinator as a long term ministry position, to
continue to offer rock solid Lutheran Christian education for our children.
Last fall, the theme of our annual stewardship campaign for 2022 was “The Future is Bright." Since then, 16 kids have taken
first communion, dozens of families have participated in Milestones during worship, and we have just finished another
amazing VBS. As we glance ahead to this fall and into 2023, I am excited to see the ways God continues to work through us –
and our children!
On behalf of Pastor Calvin, thank you for your prayers and for your financial support of our living ministries in service to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.
I also want to share with you, that as we begin Rally Day, we will have a special guest during our 9am worship service.
A Lutheran artist, Pastor Paul Oman, will be PAINTING A CANVAS during our regular worship service – his ministry is called
Drawn to the Word, and during our worship service he will create a one-of-a-kind painting for St. Peter. I have heard wonderful stories of how powerful this can be as part of a regular worship service, so please make sure you are here at 9am on
September 11, and feel free to invite your family and neighbors. For more information on Paul Oman and his ministry, visit
www.drawn-to-the-word.com

from Miriam
SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY—September 11:
Worship 9 am
(come watch guest artist Paul Oman paint a mural during the service!! See pg. 1)
Rally activities starting at 10:15 am, including:






Sunday School Registration
Blessing of the Backpacks, iPads, Laptops (whatever helps you with school or work)
Interactive Storytelling (for everyone)
Open House in the classrooms
Food prepared by Congregational Life (rumor has it that is going to be BRUNCH!)

SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, EACH SUNDAY:
9:15 - 9:30am Interactive Storytelling down in the Fellowship Hall for all children.
9:30 - 10:15am Regular classes or Milestone classes, when needed.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS FOR 2022-2023:
PreK/K—Joan Johnson & Becky Weitz
3B—Abby Tierney
st nd
1 /2 —Emily Schoeny
4th/5th—Traci Ryan & Steve Fishwild
3A—Megan Meier
S.S. Storytelling Openings & Milestones—Miriam Bjornstad
_________________________________________________
NOISY OFFERING:
Our “Noisy” Offering project for Lutheran World Relief School Kits goes through Rally Sunday on September 11. You have
been very generous with your donated school items and your coins which have added up to $184.96 so far. Thank you!
For our next “Noisy” Offering (Sept 18-Oct 11)we asked for a Wish List from The Guest House—a shelter for Fathers
with Children, a new ministry of Almost Home. Our coins will be used to purchase items on their list. On their list are
Kid Friendly recipes or Children’s Cookbooks. If you have favorite recipes you have made with kids or grandkids, please
share them with Miriam so she can pass them along to the Guest House. Thanks!
__________________________________________________
Trunk or Treat is coming again to St Peter’s Parking Lot!!
Sunday, October 30 from 3-5 pm
More activities – Extended time – More goodies Start planning a costume for you & your car trunk!!
Prizes given for the best decorated trunk!
from Pastor Calvin
MIDDLE SCHOOL / CONFIRMATION (Grades 6-8)
 September 7
 September 14
 September 21
 Friday, October 7
 January 27-29, 2023
 Sunday, May 28, 2023

6-7:30pm - Volunteer Training at Church (snacks provided!)
6-7pm - Parent Student Orientation (dinner from 5:30-6pm)
6-7:30pm - First Night of Confirmation!
6:30-8pm - First GAME NIGHT at Church!
Winter Retreat
9am - Confirmation Service for 8th graders

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY (Grades 9-12)
Hey High Schoolers! We’ll be starting our Wednesday night meetings on Wednesday, September 21 from 7-8pm in the
Youth Room. For our first few meetings, we’ll spend a lot of time getting to know each other, and figuring out what you all
want out of the ministry this year. So show up for the start of the ministry so that we can learn from you!
This year we’ll hang out and play games together, read the Bible and figure out what it means for us today, serve together
in the community, and serve our church. We can’t wait to get started and we’re looking forward to seeing you there!
-Pastor Calvin and the High School Volunteers
If you have questions about any of the above items, reach out to Pastor Calvin pastorcalvin@stpeterdbq.org
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I was flipping through The Lutheran Handbook while preparing for our devotion time at the next Congregational Council
meeting and found a page titled, “How To Listen To Scripture As It Is Read Aloud And Get Something Out Of It.” We read
scripture every Sunday in church, and we usually read/sing from 4 different parts of the Bible as directed by the Lectionary.
The Lutheran Handbook is filled with stuff that is just good. Growing up and going to school I often found myself not
attention as someone read aloud - can you relate to that? So if our service is based around God’s Word in scripture and
God’s Meal in communion, shouldn’t we be paying attention to the Word as it’s read?
So here you go, the 6 steps to paying attention and getting something out of it:
1. Prepare your mind to engage the reading. Much like at the start of service we ask folks to take a moment
of silence to reflect and center themselves - do the same before the scripture reading.
2. Place a copy of the text in front of you. You can either look at the screens, or even better, pull out the paper
copy from your bulletin.
3. Highlight important words, or words of interest, to review later. Grab a pen or pencil from the pew and
mark up the handout!
4. Create and use a personalized system of editors marks. OK, this is for overacheivers. But what does circling, underlining, or highlighting mean?
5. Sharpen active listening through the ancient spiritual practice of lectio divina. Google it, it’s an awesome practice!
6. Increase your retention by reading or rereading the passage later at home.
Each week, I want to encourage you to be intentional about letting God’s Word absorb into your mind, heart, and spirit.
Pick out even one of them and start there! God’s Word is living and active, sharper than a two-edge sword, and is a light
to us in our dark world.

Well, summer is almost officially over for 2022. The college students are returning, K-12 students are back in school, and the
official church calendar is beginning to fill up again.
As we start fall at St. Peter, we are excited to welcome Pastoral Intern Laura Jasiczek (pronounced ya-she-check) to our team.
Laura is a third-year student at Wartburg Seminary, and lives in Lancaster with her husband Colin Baker, stepson, Axl, and
daughter, Pamella. Laura will be with us until the summer of 2023, and her stay with us is being financially provided by our
St. Peter Foundation. Please make it a point to personally welcome Laura and her family to our congregation.
We also want to welcome Miriam Bjornstad to our full time staff. Miriam has been our part time Education Coordinator for
many years, but thanks to the generous financial support of 19 families Miriam is now a 32-hour full time employee and no
longer is employed at Fareway. We look forward to seeing more of Miriam during weekly business hours.
Our youth had a great experience in Minneapolis in late July at the Northeast Iowa (NEIA) synod youth gathering. Thanks
so much for the Synod’s leadership on this, and of course, thank you to our pastors and adult volunteers who made this a
great experience for our youth. The National Youth Gathering will probably be in New Orleans in 2024.
Some things to look forward to at church this fall:
 Rally Day & Drawn to the Word (see pages 1 & 2 for more info)
 Resumption of Confirmation classes, Adult Education, and Adult Choir
 Dessert Potluck and Bingo Night
 Men’s Retreat
 Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner (a fan favorite)
 Trunk or Treat (plans currently underway to expand activities!)
 Live Nativity
Our ad hoc Long Range Planning Committee will be getting back together after the summer break to discuss our overall
church programming and will be looking into the future to answer the question, “What else is God asking us to do to further
His mission at St. Peter?”
I look forward to seeing all of you at church soon.
God Bless, Doug Horstmann, President of the Congregational Council
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STEWARDSHIP BOARD UPDATE
After taking a little time off this summer, the Stewardship board has a busy schedule to finish out the year. To start with,
the 2nd quarter giving statements were mailed out recently. As noted on the statements, future the statements will only
be emailed to congregation members with email addresses on file. This means that paper copies will not be mailed out,
except to members who do not have an email address on file. This change in our process will save on time, paper, postage,
and envelopes while also enabling the statements to be sent out in a more timely manner.
The Stewardship board has also enrolled in a program title, “Building a Culture of Generosity.” The program is sponsored
by the ELCA and consists of six online Zoom training events taking place from August to November. The goal of the
program is to provide tools for strategic planning, congregation governance, infrastructure for a solid stewardship appeal,
and carrying out stewardship campaigns.
We’ll wrap up the year with the annual stewardship drive. As in past years, we’ll accumulate pledge commitments from
the Congregation. We appreciate everyone returning their giving pledge information as this is instrumental in the setting
of financial budgets for the upcoming year.
And speaking of financials, through July St. Peter has essentially broke-even for the year. While this may not sound too
exciting, when you consider that we had actually budgeted to have a deficit of $17,000 at this point of the year, it is actually great news! While the Church has incurred higher costs, especially for gas and electricity they have been offset by increased congregational support, higher membership, as well as keeping costs low in other areas whenever possible.
Last but not least, I wanted remind members when filling out their offering envelopes to make sure to write your envelope
number on the outside of the envelope. If you don’t know your number, it can be found on the upper right-hand corner
of your giving statement, or call the office. At least be sure write your name on the envelope. These steps are very helpful
to the counting team when sorting the offerings. We transitioned to numberless envelopes last year at a significant cost
saving, and overall this has worked out very well. —Scott Schoenhard, Stewardship Board Director
GUESS WHO IS COMING TO DINNER—NOVEMBER 12 (tentatively)
The Congregational Life Board has come up with another social event later this fall to give our members a
chance to have some fun and get to know each other.
It is basically a night out to dinner with members of St. Peter in groups of 6-10. Some members will sign up
to host the dinner and will be responsible for the drinks and the main dish. The vast majority signing up
will be guests and they will bring either a salad, veggie, or dessert. The Congregational Life Board will decide who brings
what and who is assigned to what host!
We will mix it up so close friends are not assigned to the same group. With St. Peter having three different worship services,
“Guess Who is Coming to Dinner” provides our members a great opportunity to have some fun and get to know other
members they never see in church, because they attend one of the other services.
As of right now it will be Saturday, November 12, but the date could change. Please mark your calendars and look for
more information in upcoming newsletters, and in your email. There will be sign up lists in church, once we get into early
October. If you have any questions, please contact Jim Petersen-563-543-8979 or jcpconsultantsltd@me.com
EVANGELICAL OUTREACH
About Almost Home (part of St. John Lutheran, Dubuque.) Our Evangelical Outreach Board has temporarily switched our
emphasis away from First Congregational Church’s Café and St. Stephen’s Food Bank, and to Almost Home (and the Open
Closet.)
Brief history: Around 1976, Verna Bergman started the Open Closet with a desire to serve people in need. Over the last
9 years, Ruth Pugh managed the Open Closet, recruiting volunteers, acquiring clothing display racks, and handling up to
700 people for the Saturday public events before Covid. Ruth left in March of this year, and Cindy Recker took over in June.
The Open Closet receives referrals from 40 agencies and assists 10 elementary schools and 1 middle school in Dubuque.
Pastor Jay Ilten established the Almost Home Guest House in 2011. The Guest House served as housing for up to 12 men a
night and handled the overflow from the Dubuque Rescue Mission. Gwen Kirchof starting in 2014 as Executive Director of
Almost Home. Now the organization plans to accommodate the need for housing of single men with children by early
fall. Please tune in future updates as this story unfolds! —Submitted by Cindy Recker
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Positions Available—see Kristine Fishler if interested
Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass (No others need apply.)
Physical Qualifications
Must be able to carry light musical notes part way across the
sanctuary. Must have sufficient vision to see the director.
Experience
No applications will be accepted from persons who have not sung,
hummed, or whistled in the tub or shower.
Beginning Wage
Increased satisfaction and joy in the service of God.
Hours
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm.
Sunday mornings and special occasions.
(There is occasional opportunity for overtime.)
Retirement
Generally determined by printed notes getting too small, notes too
high, or the pianist unable to play the notes you sing.

St. Peter Groups & Meeting Info
New friends always welcome, come see what we are about!


Quilting Group—Meets first Thursday of the month in the Fellowship Hall—contact Alice Wagner for more info



Spruce Up Group—First & third Tuesdays 8:30am (come when you can)—Contact Wayne Buchholtz




Worship Servants—Volunteer at Worship Services
Men’s Bible Study—Meets third Saturday of the month at 8am—Contact Gary Rieniets



Prayer Shawl Group—Meets third Thursday of the month—Knit and Crochet, with Prayer and Fellowship



Men’s Breakfast—Meets last Saturday at 8am (except June, July, & Aug)—Contact Mark Whitaker

Here are our most requested online links:
Facebook: facebook.com/stpeterdubuque (Please “Like” our Facebook page while you are there!)
YouTube: youtube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque (most past live streams & special music videos are available)
Website:
stpeterdbq.org (did you know our calendar is posted on our website?)
PayPal: http://stpeterdbq.org/give (a secure way for you to donate to St. Peter online)
Mediacom: Channel 81 or 117-4 (see calendar on page 6 for the TV schedule for Worship)
Book Club on Zoom: Click Here for Zoom Link (Monthly at 5 pm-next meeting Sept 14, contact Jean Rieniets for info)
Weekly Worship Service also available live online at 9:00am Sundays, on our YouTube channel.
If you have questions, please call the office, 563-583-0860 or email us at office@stpeterdbq.org

The ongoing ministries of St. Peter are made possible by your financial support. Thank you!!
1. Bring it with you | Mail it | Drop off your offerings or envelopes in one of our secure mailboxes, located near the south
entrance of church. They are checked several times a day, during the week. (feel free to use either one, both are locked)
2. Set Up a Direct Withdrawal from your bank, using VANCO. Contact the office for info. (also available for the Pastor
Fund). If you need to update your existing direct withdrawal, contact the office.
3. Donate via PayPal. Here’s how:
 Go to www.stpeterdbq.org/give and then select the Donate button. You will be taken to the St. Peter
PayPal page. From there you can use your PayPal account, credit card or debit card to donate.
(You do not need to set up a PayPal account to donate with your credit/debit card.)
 Or, from your cell phone you can simply scan the QR Code here and
it will take you directly to the St. Peter PayPal page.
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Sun

Mon

We will continue to offer a Zoom
option when possible. Please
contact your group’s leadership
for updated meeting info. If you
need help with Zoom, please
contact the pastors or the office.

Tue
Please Note:

The office will be closed on
Monday, September 5 for the
Labor Day holiday.

(P) = Praise & Worship (was “Contemporary”)
5

Worship 9am (L)

OFFICE CLOSED
Spruce Up Group Mission Support Bd
Mtg 5pm
Evangelical Outreach 8:30am
Bd Sept Mtg to be
Staff Mtg 10:45am Youth Volunteer
rescheduled
Training 6pm
Mission Support
Choir 6:30pm
Bd Mtg/Picnic at
YH-TOPS 5pm
Reckers 6 pm
Property Bd Mtg 7pm

Growing Hope
produce stand 10am

11 RALLY DAY
Worship 9am
Drawn to the Word
SS Teacher & Vol
installation 9am

12
Stewardship Bd Mtg
5:45pm
Council Mtg 7pm
YH-TOPS 5 pm

Coffee Hour 10am

Thu

6

7

Fri

1
Quilting Group
9 am-3 pm
Fellowship Hall

2

Sat
3
Worship
4:30pm (L)

Ecumenical
Emmaus Mtg 7pm

(L) = Liturgical (was “Traditional”)

4

Coffee Hour 10am

LABOR DAY

Wed

Communion offered at all services

8

9

10
** OUTDOOR **
Worship
4:30pm (L)

13

14
15
Book Club Zoom5pm Prayer Shawl
Staff Mtg 10:45am
Dinner for Families
Group 6 pm
Hymn Selection
5:30pm
God’s Outdoor
1:30pm
Parent/Student
Explorers 6 pm
Orientation 6pm
Mutual Ministry

16
OCTOBER
BELLRINGER
DEADLINE

17

20

23

24

Growing Hope
produce stand 10am

Choir 6:30pm

6:15 pm

Men’s Bible Study
8am
Worship
4:30pm (L)

Rally Day Activities
10:15am (see pg 2)
18
Worship 8:15am (P)
Milestone-Ent into SS
Coffee Hour 9:15am
Sun School/Adult Ed
9:15am
Worship 10:30am (L)

19

21

22

Worship Bd Mtg 6pm Spruce Up Group
8:30am
Congregational Life

Dinner for Families
5:30pm

Prayer Shawl
Group 6 pm

YH-TOPS 5 pm

Confirmation 6pm

Bd Mtg 7pm

Staff Mtg 10:45am Bible Study 6pm

Worship
4:30pm (L)

God’s Outdoor
Explorers 6 pm

Young Families 6pm

Bridal Shower 1pm

Choir 6:30pm
HS Youth Group 7pm

25
Worship 8:15am (P)
Coffee Hour 9:15am
Sun School/Adult Ed
9:15am
Worship 10:30am (L)

26
Education Bd Mtg
6:30 pm

27

28
Staff Mtg 10:45am Dinner for Families
5:30pm

29

30

Bible Study 6pm
YH-TOPS 5 pm

Confirmation 6pm
Young Families 6pm
Choir 6:30pm
HS Youth Group 7pm
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Mediacom TV Schedule:
Channels 81 and 117-4
Mon 10 am
Tue 6 pm
Wed 8 am
Thurs 6 pm
Fri
8 pm
Sat
4:30 pm
Sun 8:30 am and 7:30 pm

2
4
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
20
21

22

Jake Lindecker
Donald Lumley
Marnie Kane
Judy Odefey
Isaac Weitz
Terry Schute
Jean Beck
Keith Marugg Sr
Avery Kane
Valerie Roen
Derek Zauche
Dan Unmacht
Bob Heil
Samuel Cavanagh
Karen Dolter
Charmayne McMurray
Stephen Puls
Constance Steger
Robert Miller
Roger Bentley
Eileen Coates
Sarah Nessan
Audrey Taylor
Janet McEvoy

23

24

25
26
27

28
29
30

Benjamin Pfab
Pam Buchholtz
Lauren Egan
Sue Hornung
Wyatt Sharkey
Ellen Gukeisen
Kloey Schroeder
Todd Sharkey
Tom Sharkey
Kierin Kapp
Edythe Puls
Kim Cueno
Jordan Sharkey
Lily Michel
Maggie Michel
Elaine Mitchell
Charlee Parr
Ella Tierney
Amy Unmacht
Sally Haas
Tammy Sharkey
Becky Weitz
Anna Brondyke
Taylor Fishwild

Thank you to all the people of St. Peter Lutheran Church for
doing their parts to care for the Meeker family through the
years, especially most recently Ardie, including her funeral
service and lunch reception. Your ministry of faithful love
and care will always be greatly treasured and appreciated.

We celebrate these special milestones.
Name
Date
Ron & Gloria Mahannah .................................... 9/1/1974
Rob & Kaitlyn Zauche ......................................... 9/2/2011
Nick & Jenna Rettenberger ................................ 9/5/2020
Dennis & Joanne Rice......................................... 9/6/1964
Bill & Elaine Mitchell .......................................... 9/6/1969
Michelle & Brian Bahr ........................................ 9/6/2003
Albert Stuart & Sheila Sharkey-Stuart ............... 9/6/2014
Steve & Donna Berlage ...................................... 9/9/1989
Vicky & Wayne Hess ........................................ 9/10/1977
Megan & Nick Meier .......................................9/10/2011
James & Jennifer Payne ................................... 9/13/1986
Gene & Joyce Howell ....................................... 9/14/1996
Avery & Adam Cory .......................................... 9/15/2007
Tim & Megan Michel........................................ 9/17/2005
Robert & Marcia Kramer ................................. 9/18/1971
Greg & Miriam Bjornstad ................................. 9/19/1981
Gina & Brandon Feenstra................................. 9/20/2003
Dan & Jackie Zauche ........................................ 9/21/1985
Patty & Henry Strathman ................................. 9/24/1988
Bruce & Cathy Haylock..................................... 9/27/1997
Mark & Kim Cueno ........................................... 9/29/1979
Dave & Martha Kemp ..................................... 9/29/2000
Fun Fact: These 22 couples have a combined total
of 654 years of marriage!
“ I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you,
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day
until now.” - Philippians 1:3-5

Thanks be to God for all of you!
Pentecost peace and joy,
The Meeker Family
We remember those affiliated with our
congregation who have died in the past ten years.

ST. PETER PRAYER LIST:
 Do you know someone that could use extra prayers?
 Have your prayers been answered?
 Should someone be removed from our list?
Please let us know. Thank you. 563-583-0860 or office@stpeterdbq.org
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September 16, 2013 ........... Mona Kupferschmidt
September 21, 2013 .......... Lois J. Dean
September 17, 2015 .......... Luella Pickel
September 12, 2016 ........... Gerald Kopischke
September 14, 2016 .......... Elaine Blume
September 17, 2017 ........... Evelyn Schweikent
September 17, 2017 ........... Goldie Harmon
September 19, 2018 ........... Marian Richey
September 14, 2020 ........... Mildred Gremmels
September 26, 2020 ........... Gene Heiberger
September 2, 2021 ............. Donald Humke
September 6, 2021............. Delores Peterson
September 24, 2021 ........... Mary G. Roling

This is the schedule as listed in the Ministry Scheduler Pro, as of Aug 31, 2022. Please look it over, and if you need to make
a switch, please go into the MSP and request a swap. If you have any questions, please contact the office.
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Dubuque IA 52001-8408
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

www.stpeterdbq.org
Office Phone: 563-583-0860
Email Address: office@stpeterdbq.org
Office Hours: 9:00-4:00 Mon-Thur; 9:00-1:00 Fri
STAFF
Pastor: Matthew Agee ............................. office: 563-583-0860
voicemail: 563-845-2688
Associate Pastor: Calvin Konop ............... office: 563-583-0860
cell: 763-226-5425
Pastoral Intern: Laura Jasiczek ........................... 563-580-0860
Visitation/Outreach Minister: Jim Daack ........... 563-556-0028
Education Coordinator: Miriam Bjornstad ........ 563-663-6558
Director of Music : Kristine Fishler ..................... 563-599-3937
Office Manager: Christine Rapp ......................... 563-583-0860
Facilities Coordinator: Angie Puls ....................... 563-542-2711

In-Person Worship Services
Through September 11

Liturgical Worship
Saturdays, 4:30 pm
1st & 3rd Sundays, 9:00 am
Praise and Worship Service
2nd & 4th Sundays, 9:00 am
Holy Communion is celebrated at all services

YouTube Livestream Service
Sundays 9:00 am
YouTube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque
Outdoor Worship Service
Saturday, September 10, 4:30 pm

Fall/Winter Worship Times Return September 17-18: 4:30pm Saturdays | 8:15am & 10:30am Sundays

Saved by God’s mercy, and called by the Holy Spirit,
We share the Good News of Christ by reaching out in Love.

