April 2022

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to
the world. Galatians 6:14
An important part a spiritual life is pausing to reflect back upon God’s activity in and through our lives. In our worship and
deeds, everything we have accomplished together in this past year point to God’s work. It is amazing to thinking about how
much we’ve accomplished as a congregation in the last two years, in spite of the constant challenge of COVID – yet the whole
time we maintained our weekly worship, we centered our lives on our God, and our Lord shepherded us through those dark
valleys, always keeping us pointing toward that great Light.
Our services have had robust and consistent attendance, we’ve had many new visitors, and new members are joining. We
are positioned to continue to grow as a congregation, to build up our existing ministries like education, youth, local and international missions, and to look for new ways to share the Gospel here in Dubuque and around the world.
As we look ahead to a bright future together in ministry, I want to reflect on the words above from Paul’s letter to the Galatians remind us that no matter what we accomplish, no matter how many amazing outreach events we hold, or confirmation
classes, or potlucks, our boasting and pride is not in what we have done, but what God has done for us on the Cross. As a
church, we live in response to the
grace of God; as disciples we share
the Good News of God with the
world; as members of the Body of
Christ we love others as we have
first been loved.

As the season of Lent comes to an end, we look forward to the promise of Easter - that Jesus Christ was raised from the
dead, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life!
When I first started here I was reading through the Christ in Our Home devotional book and came across a devotion that I
think speaks to this promise. It’s based on Hebrews 2:3, “How can we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” In it the
writer muses about his days as a high school student learning from his dad how to plant corn in a mechanical corn planter.
He said that eventually his mind began to wander and his dad showed “Pay attention!”
The whole point is that the center of our faith is the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ - God incarnate. What does
it mean to “Pay attention!” and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus? It means to see how God is at work in our world.
The promise of the resurrection is a both and promise - it’s a promise that is happening in us and in our world now, and one
that will be completed when Christ returns. So pay attention, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus and the resurrection. See how
God is at work in our world, bringing new life to old things. As the author of the devotions said, “Of all the things vying for
our focus in this life, I can think of no better news to pay attention to than the Gospel.”

from Miriam
NOISY OFFERING: Our current “noisy” offering helps the Mission Support Board with assembling 100 Lutheran World
Relief (LWR) Personal Care Kits, for people who have lost everything from a natural disaster or life-threatening violence.
We ask that you bring a different item each week of Lent. The coins will be used to purchase items needed to complete
kits. There is an LWR display and basket in the front hall for your donations with a current count. (See also page 4)
Here is what is needed per kit, and the schedule for donations (items can be dropped off any time thru Easter):
 April 3 - one metal nail clipper (attached file optional)
 April 10 - one sturdy, wide-toothed comb, without sharp-pointed handles
 April 17 – Easter – coins to help cover shipping costs
 Still needed - bath-size bar of soap, any brand (3 needed per kit)
 Still needed - one light-weight bath towel (sized between 20”x40” and 52”x27”), dark, solid color recommended
We’ve met our goal for toothbrushes, but you may still bring them if you already have them. Thank you!
__________________________________________________
On Palm Sunday, April 10, at both worship services, the Sunday School kids will be sharing a
Palm Sunday program and song to reenact the Entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem.
__________________________________________________

Our 2022 Vacation Bible School (VBS) — June 13-17 from 9am - Noon each day
The theme is “Monumental–Celebrating God’s Greatness”
Registration Deadline is June 1
st
 Early Bird: Thru May 1: $20 for the 1 child (music CD included)
$15 for each additional child in a family
st
 May 2 through May 31: $25 for the 1 child (music CD included)
$20 for each additional child in a family
 VBS scholarship are available: Please talk to one of the Pastors
for more information
Registration forms available at church or CLICK HERE for fillable pdf (complete and email back, or print and return.)
Contact Miriam with questions (mythywaybj@gmail.com)
__________________________________________________
It’s time to register for Camp EWALU! 2nd Early Registration Deadline is April 18
EWALU offers exciting programs for all ages – even Grandparent Camp! Check it out and register online at www.ewalu.org
Did you know the St. Peter Foundation Board offers camp scholarships for up to half the cost? Wow!
For scholarship info, contact: Donnelle Fuerste (donnellefuerste@gmail.com) Foundation Board
President or Mark Whitaker (whitakermr@aol.com) Foundation Board Treasurer
__________________________________________________
Children’s Bulletins (Readers & Pre-Readers) are available each Sunday during worship and are found on the table in the
back of the sanctuary, over near the windows. There are also mini clipboards, crayons, and pencils, for your child to use
during worship. Please return these items to the shelf under the table so they can be sanitized.
from Pastor Calvin
MIDDLE SCHOOL / CONFIRMATION (Grades 6-8)
We’ll be taking a break from our regular weekly ministry during Lent, and we are inviting families to worship together at
our Lenten Services. There will be another sermon note opportunity for students on Wednesday nights, and we’ll be hearing
from special guests about God’s Call for their lives during each service. Regular Wednesday activities will resume April 20.
We still have a special event Friday, April 8 from 6:30-8pm at church. Originally this was going to be an escape room, but
our local escape room closed. So instead, we’ll have one of our usual game nights. Anyone in grades 6-8 are welcome, and
friends are welcome, too!
HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY (Grades 9-12)
The High School Ministry will be taking a break during Lent. Students are encouraged to come to the evening Lenten services
with their families. This Lent we’ll be hearing from special guests about God’s Call for their lives, during each service.

All regular Wednesday activities will resume April 20.
If you have questions about any of the above items, reach out to Pastor Calvin pastorcalvin@stpeterdbq.org
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The Future continues to be Bright at St. Peter Lutheran Church! So far during Lent we have had fantastic turn outs for our
noon and 6:30pm Services, and look forward to a great Easter week. There will be a Breakfast for the congregation on
Palm Sunday from 9:15-10:30am. (see below) Our Youth will be helping
prepare and serve and there will be a good will offering to support them.
The Palm Sunday Breakfast will also be the first major meal in our
newly remodeled kitchen. A special thanks to Wayne Buchholtz who
shepherded us through the long process during covid. His committee of
Sandy and Rich Hyman, Karen Horstmann, John Welter, Doug Recker,
Janet McEvoy, and many other volunteers, put in countless hours to
make this happen. It is a very nice upgrade and I invite you to stop down
Before
and check it out.
Another special thanks to Lyle and Jean Beck and Karla O’Connor for all
they did to make the Youth Scrip program a huge success for many years.
The wind down of that program is complete thanks to an anonymous
member who purchased the last $6,000 plus of the Scrip. Thank you so
much! We now have over $29,000 available over the next many years to
help augment the Youth programming.
I would like to let everyone know that we are still looking for one or two
more delegates to represent our Church at the Northeast Iowa Synod
After
Annual Assembly on June 10 and 11 in Waverly, Iowa. I will be going
down for the Saturday session only, but would love to have someone join
me for the day. It is a good time to stay connected with our great Synod
staff and meet our new Bishop, Kevin Jones. Please let me know if you
would like to join me on June 11.
In closing, I would like to again welcome all our new members who
have joined us over the last few months. I am confident you will feel
welcomed by all our members and I hope you take advantage of all the
opportunities to serve God and your church.
- Doug Horstmann, President of the Congregational Council

Thrivent Shred Event & Food Drive — Saturday, April 9 9am-Noon
The Shred-It truck will be available at Thrivent, 2728 Asbury Rd, to shred your
confidential documents. Bring non-perishable food items for the DBQ Food
Pantry also! Questions? Contact Jennifer Krebb’s office, 563-239-2533
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CPR Training Class
Wednesday April 20 — 6 pm
All are welcome to join Pastor Matt and Megan Meier
for a CPR Training Class at St. Peter. This is a one-time
class on the basics of CPR, so if you would like to learn,
or need a refresher, please join us!
Questions?
Contact Megan Meier—mbentley22@yahoo.com

** EASTER FLOWER ORDERS DUE to the Office by THIS MONDAY, APRIL 4 **
Order Forms available at church or you may download one here. This version is a pdf
that you can fill in, save, and email to the office (or print out and hand deliver with
your payment.) Payments also accepted thru our PayPal account—be sure to note in
the comments, and let Christine know!
Lilies, Mums, & Tulips are available, as usual. White tulips are a question mark right
now, so if you order white, we reserve the right to substitute yellow, if necesary.
Questions? Contact Christine in the office 563-583-0860 or office@stpeterdbq.org
Mission Support News
‘Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7
The Dubuque Food Pantry sent the church a very gracious letter thanking all of you for the 124 pounds of groceries that
was collected in February. They also stated that they will continue, to the best of their ability, to reach those who will benefit from your kindness and support.
The Personal Care Kits collection will continue thru Easter and will be delivered to the
collection point April 23. (see page 2 for more details) These kits are delivered by
Lutheran World Relief to victims of disasters.
Lutheran World Relief is also accepting monetary donations for the Crisis in Ukraine.
There are flyers available at church, or in your weekly email, concerning this collection.
You may also go to lwr.org/match
Betty Sullivan sent $1000 to the Growing Hope project to support Uganda Mt. Elgon
Project. It will help, improve farming profitability, professionalizing coffee picking and
standardizing coffee processing. She also stated that since 2005, $169,000 has been donated to the Food Resource Bank Growing Hope Projects.
The fresh produce stand will again be available at church during summer months, with
the money from donations used to support the Growing Hope Projects.
The Habitat for Humanity restore at 4949 Chavenelle Road, will open this Spring. Right
now it is taking time to get the building ready to open. You will be amazed how nice the store looks. It is one of the nicest
restores I have seen.
We welcome new members to our board. Thank you Dennis and Marie Weeks for coming to our meeting!
Yours in Christ, Patty Strathman, Director of Mission Support
JT FireStarters — What is that?
You may have noticed a new collection box under the coat rack in the front hall.
It is for cardboard egg cartons (only needs the bottoms), used candles, and candle
wax (yes, even the bits in the bottom of jars), which are used to make fire starters.
Daniel Toops, an adult with autism, is the owner/operator of JT FireStarters, which
he started in 2015. His parents, Tim and Katherine Toops, and grandparents, Dennis
and Marie Weeks, recently became members of St. Peter.
“This year we reached a goal and hired a co-worker for Daniel. Ben is a young man from
Dubuque who has Down's Syndrome. As business increases, we will hire more individuals
who have disabilities,” shared Katherine.
JT FireStarters are sold locally at Theisen's, HyVee (Pharmacy Department) and Couler
Valley RV. Overall they are sold in 120 campgrounds and stores in five states! With Spring
here, and Summer coming, why not give them a try for your next bonfire?
You can learn more about Daniel and JT FireStarters on their website: jtfirestarters.com
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St. Peter Groups & Meeting Info
New friends always welcome, come see what we are about!


Zoom Book Club—Meets monthly on Wednesdays at 5pm (see below) —Contact Jean Rieniets for more info




Young Families Group—Meets Weds at 6pm (Next date: April 27)—Contact Megan Meier—mbentley22@yahoo.com
Quilting Group—Meets first Thursday of the month in the Fellowship Hall—contact Alice Wagner for more info



God’s Outdoor Explorers—Meets monthly on third Thurs. (see below) —Ques? Steve Fishwild—sfishwild@gmail.com



Prayer Shawl Group—Meets third Thursday of the month—Knit and Crochet, with Prayer and Fellowship



Worship Servants—Volunteer at our Worship Services—Contact Kelly Roen for more info—kelly.roen@yahoo.com
BOOK CLUB — We have decided to meet monthly at 5 pm — still via Zoom
Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 6
Selection: “The Four Winds” by Kristin Hannah. Read the whole book for the discussion.
We are hoping monthly meetings will be much more convenient for all. Thanks for participating
in this opportunity at St. Peter Lutheran. New members always welcome! – Jean Rieniets

GOD’S OUTDOOR EXPLORERS
Meeting Monthly on the third Thursday at 6pm
Next Meeting: April 21
I look forward to seeing everyone and am asking you to invite others who you think may enjoy this.
Our hope for the upcoming meeting is to walk the western garden area (behind the church)
and dream a dream of what it could look like.
If you are aware of anyone from the congregation and/or landscape committee that would like to be
involved in that discussion, please make sure they’re invited. New members always welcome!
Blessings, Steve Fishwild (sfishwild@gmail.com)

Here are our most requested online links:
Facebook: facebook.com/stpeterdubuque (Please “Like” our Facebook page while you are there!)
YouTube: youtube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque (you can “Subscribe” to this, too)
Website:
stpeterdbq.org (have you checked it out lately??)
PayPal: http://stpeterdbq.org/give (a secure way for you to donate to St. Peter online)
Mediacom: Channel 81 or 117-4 (see calendar on page 6 for the TV schedules for Worship AND Holden Prayer)
Book Club on Zoom: Click Here for Zoom Link (Monthly at 5 pm-next meeting April 6)
Bible Study: 6:00 pm WEDNESDAYS – Zoom Link – Click Here (currently on Lenten break, will begin again April 20)
Weekly Worship Service also available live online at 8:15am Sundays, on our YouTube channel.
If you have questions, please call the office, 563-583-0860 or email us at office@stpeterdbq.org (Note NEW email)

The ongoing ministries of St. Peter are made possible by your financial support. Thank you!!
1. Bring it with you | Mail it | Drop off your offerings or envelopes in one of our secure mailboxes, located near the south
entrance of church. They are checked several times a day, during the week. (feel free to use either one, both are locked)
2. Set Up a Direct Withdrawal from your bank, using VANCO. Contact the office for info. (also available for the Pastor
Fund). If you need to update your existing direct withdrawal, contact the office.
3. Donate via PayPal. Here’s how:
 Go to www.stpeterdbq.org/give and then select the Donate button. You will be taken to the St. Peter
PayPal page. From there you can use your PayPal account, credit card or debit card to donate.
(You do not need to set up a PayPal account to donate with your credit/debit card.)
 Or, from your cell phone you can simply scan the QR Code here and
it will take you directly to the St. Peter PayPal page.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

5
Spuce Up Group
8:30 am

10 PALM SUNDAY
11
Children’s Program at Staff 10:45 am
both services
WT Music Selection
Worship 8:15am (P) 1:30 pm
Palm Sunday
Stewardship Bd Mtg
Breakfast (see pg 3) 5:45 pm
9:15-10:30am
PPC Mtg 7 pm
Worship 10:30am (L) YH-TOPS 5 pm
Fishwild Baby Shower YH-B. Scouts 7 pm
Fellowship Hall 1pm

12

YH-TOPS 5 pm
YH-B. Scouts 7 pm

24
Worship 8:15am (P)
Sunday School /
Coffee Hour 9:20am

25
Staff 10:45 am
Education Bd
6:30 pm

Worship 10:30am (L)

Mission Support
Bd Mtg 5 pm

18 OFFICE CLOSED 19
for Easter Holiday
Spuce Up Group
Lay Ministry 7 pm
8:30 am

Coffee Hour? TBD

YH-TOPS 5 pm
YH-B. Scouts 7 pm

Mediacom TV Schedule:
Channels 81 and 117-4
Mon 10 am
Tue 6 pm
Wed 8 am
Thurs 6 pm
Fri
8 pm
Sat
4:30 pm
Sun 8:30 am and 7:30 pm

1

(L) = Liturgical (was “Traditional”)

3
4
1st Communion
Staff 10:45 am
Milestone at all
Hymn Select 1:30 pm
services this weekend
Evangelical
Worship 8:15am (P)
Outreach 6 pm
Kids Palm Sun. Prog. Property Bd 7 pm
Rehearsal /
YH-TOPS 5 pm
Coffee Hour 9:20am
YH-B. Scouts 7 pm
Worship 10:30am (L)

Worship 11 am

Fri

In-person and online:
Palm Sunday: 8:15am & 10:30am
Maundy Thursday: 6:30pm
Good Friday: Noon & 6:30pm
Easter: 7am, 9am, & 11am

(P) = Praise & Worship (was “Contemporary”)

Worship 9 am

Thu

Holy Week Services

We will continue to offer a Zoom
option when possible. Please
contact your group’s leadership
for updated meeting info. If you
need help with Zoom, please
contact the pastors or the office.

17 EASTER
Worship 7 am

Wed

Mission Support
Bd Mtg 5 pm

2
Worship
4:30pm (L)
1st Communion
Milestone at all
services this
weekend

Communion offered at all services

6
Book Club Zoom
5 pm
HOLDEN EVENING
PRAYER services:
Noon (Brown Bag
lunch to follow)
5:30pm: Lenten Meal
6:30pm
7pm Choir Rehearsal

7
Quilting Group
9 am-3 pm
Fellowship Hall

8
Middle School
Game Night
6:30-8 pm

9
Worship
4:30pm (L)

13
No Activities Today

14
Maundy
Thursday

15
Good Friday

16

Service 6:30 pm

Service 6:30 pm

20 Dinner 5:30 pm
Bible Study Zoom
6 pm

21
Prayer Shawl
Group 6 pm

CPR Class-see pg 3
all welcome 6 pm

God’s Outdoor
Explorers 6 pm

Confirmation 6 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
HS Youth 7 pm
26

Sat

27
28
Dinner 5:30 pm
Bible Study Zoom
6 pm
Young Families 6 pm
Confirmation 6 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
HS Youth 7 pm

Service Noon

22
MAY
BELLRINGER
DEADLINE

29

Men’s Bible Study
8am
** NO Worship **

23
Worship
4:30pm (L)

30
Men’s Breakfast
8am
Worship
4:30pm (L)

Holden Evening Prayer Services on Mediacom (same channels):
Sun: 9:30 am
Wed: 8 pm
Fri: 8:45 pm
8:30 pm
Thurs: 6:45 pm
Sat: 5:15 pm
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1

Cole Fuerste
Wade Fuerste
Cody Olsen
Robin Reed
2 Jim Leonard
Barb Stadie
3 Tad Schoeny
4 Jennifer Payne
7 Michelle Bahr
Michael Heiderscheit
Rayanne Hillman
Tim Markham
9 Ann Gile
Jeremy Kettmann
13 Becky Heil
14 Bill Mitchell
Carole Sefzik
Tyler Wilker

15 Peg Johannsen
Nick Rettenberger
16 Chris Bousson
Dan Wilker
18 Chuck Haas
Brandon Kuhle
McKenzie Pfab
19 Holly Wedderspoon
20 Karla O’Connor
23 Emmett Zell
24 Zachary Fishwild
Luke Maas
26 Katherine Toops
27 Katie Gilbert
Justin Lumley
Tiffany Ramos
28 Dick Lorenz
30 Matthew Agee
Betty Artus
Cheryl Zumbach

We celebrate these special milestones.
Name
Date
Ruth & Dan Neuhaus ................................... April 3, 1976
Ryan & Abby Oftedahl.................................. April 4, 2008
Adam & Amanda Zell ................................... April 5, 2014
Dave & Joyce Horstmann ........................... April 13, 1973
Larry & Mary Michel .................................. April 21, 1979
Darci & Gary Breiner .................................. April 21, 2012
Steven & Stephanie Puls ............................ April 26, 2008
“ I thank my God every time I remember
you, constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, because
of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now.” - Philippians 1:3-5

QUILTING GROUP
Our Quilters meet on the first Thursday of
each month from 9am to about 3pm.
Everyone is welcome—they always
need people to iron and tie quilts.
Quilting experience helpful, but not at all
necessary, as there are many steps to
making a quilt, and one person doesn’t
do them all. Ques? Ask Alice Wagner or Martha Kemp

We remember those affiliated with our
congregation who have died in the past
ten years.

April 13, 2012 ..................... Gerald A. Peter
April 22. 2012 ..................... Marcelle (Sally) Wagner
April 15, 2014 ..................... Harold R. Otto
April 02, 2015 ..................... David M. Schmitt
April 10, 2015 ..................... Judith K. Yeager
April 02, 2016 ..................... James Sorensen
April 12, 2017 ..................... Marc E. Karrmann
April 29, 2017 ..................... William (Bill) Cowsert
April 10, 2018 ..................... Janice (Hadley) Patters
April 8, 2020 ....................... Mark E. Beard
April 18, 2021 ..................... Grace Daughetee

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP
Our Prayer Shawl Group meets on the
third Thursday of each month at 6pm.
Feel free to join them for some
knitting, crocheting,
and fellowship!

ST. PETER PRAYER LIST:
 Do you know someone that

could use extra prayers?
 Have your prayers been answered?
 Should someone be removed

from our list?
Please let us know of any changes
to the St. Peter Prayer list.
Thank you!
563-583-0860
office@stpeterdbq.org
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www.stpeterdbq.org
Office Phone: 563-583-0860
Email Address: office@stpeterdbq.org
Office Hours: 9:00-4:00 Mon-Thur; 9:00-1:00 Fri
STAFF
Pastor: Matthew Agee ............................. office: 563-583-0860
voicemail: 563-845-2688
Associate Pastor: Calvin Konop ............... office: 563-583-0860
cell: 563-226-5425
Visitation/Outreach Minister: Jim Daack ........... 563-556-0028
Education Coordinator: Miriam Bjornstad ........ 563-663-6558
Musician: Kristine Fishler ................................... 563-599-3937
Office Manager: Christine Rapp ......................... 563-583-0860
Custodian: Angie Puls .......................................... 563-542-2711

In-Person Worship Services
Liturgical Worship
Saturdays, 4:30 pm
Sundays, 10:30 am
Praise and Worship Service
Sundays, 8:15 am
Holy Communion is celebrated at all services

YouTube Livestream Service
Sundays 8:15 am
YouTube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque

Easter Services: 7am | 9am | 11am
See Calendar or Pg 1 for Holy Week Schedule

Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays during Lent: Noon and 6:30 pm
Brown Bags lunches following Noon Services | Lenten Meal provided at 5:30 pm, before 6:30 pm Services

Saved by God’s mercy, and called by the Holy Spirit,
We share the Good News of Christ by reaching out in Love.

