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Do you make the sign of the cross at worship? Do Lutherans do it, or is it Catholic? Can you guess how many people do it on
Sunday morning? I have a pretty good view up front, I’d say less than 20%.
Making the sign of the cross isn’t a biblical practice – it’s an ancient tradition which dates back to the earliest Christian
church. In the Lutheran tradition, it is not something expected

The basic idea is to use your hand to trace a cross on your body as a way to remember the cross and passion of Jesus.
There are MANY ways to do it, and many opinions about the CORRECT way to do it. In our tradition you start by touching
your forehead with your right hand, then your chest, your left shoulder, then your right. That’s it, simple.
Since the Reformation, making the sign of the cross is not something required from the laity for Lutherans. Consequently, its
practice is inconsistent throughout the church, common to some congregations, totally foreign to others.
However, Lutheran clergy are expected to do the sign of the cross while leading worship. For example, it’s included as part of
the invocation, at the end of the confession, at the benediction, ash crosses on your forehead at Ash Wednesday.
Most significantly the sign of the cross is included as part of the baptismal rite in the ELW.
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized… as the sign of the cross
is made, the minister says:
[Your name] child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

When we make the sign of the cross it’s a reminder of our baptism. It’s meant as a physical tangible action to orient
ourselves back to the permanent, everlasting, indelible promise of God that cross has been sealed upon us already by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
If you’ve ever wanted to make the sign of the cross, but are unsure how to do it, or self-conscious about how to start,
here’s a way to try it out:
When you walk into a sanctuary the font is often located near the entrance. As you walk by, dip your finger in the water and
then trace a cross on your forehead. It’s a simple way to remind you of your baptism as you are preparing for worship.

“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25
Snow has fallen, the temps have dropped, the roads are a little bit slick - must be winter in Iowa! When I think about winters
in the Midwest, I often think about the resilience of the people who live here. We’re resilient to winds, extreme temperatures, tricky road conditions, and so much more.
Of course, we as a church are resilient as well. The world has been changing at the pace of a cheetah-mid-hunt over the past
two years, and the folks at St Peter have continued to show what awesome resilience we Midwest folks have.
Volunteers continue to show up to make our ministry happen. Our Sunday School and Youth Ministry programs have grown
this year; our Sunday morning worship attendance is great and the services worshipful; our adult ministries are consistent;
we’re even starting to try new things or start things up again. This is thanks to all of you: investing your time in volunteering,
your finances in funding the ministry, and your spiritual energy through your prayers.
Praise God for the work of the Spirit that is being done through this church. Continue to provoke one another to love and
good deeds, continue to meet together, and continue to encourage each other.
God’s blessings and mercies to you all.

from Miriam
In January we celebrated the Lord’s Prayer Milestone with our 1st Graders: Anna Meier, Brigham Parr, Isaac Weitz, and
Olivia Zell. For three Sundays, we took a closer look at this gift of Prayer that our Lord Jesus gave to us. As part of the
Milestone celebration, the students received a Prayer Pillow lovingly stitched together by Jean Knight-McChristy. Following
the worship service, the parents helped their child put together a little Prayer Booklet that fits in the pocket of their pillow.
It contains a copy of the Lord’s Prayer as well as the Flash, M&M, Whisper, 5 Finger, Body, Blessing, and Fast-Food Prayers other ways to communicate with our Loving God.
__________________________________________________
NOISY OFFERING: Our current “noisy” offering goes thru February 27 and will go to Lutheran Disaster Response to aid
with recovery from the December tornadoes that caused such destruction and loss of lives down in the Kentucky region.
We have collected $43.41 so far. Thank you!
Our total for November’s noisy offering was $290 which will provide 29 Bed Nights! Thank you!
FYI - The “noisy” offerings for 2021 totaled $1,138.01. Wow! Thanks for sharing your coins with our “little cheerful givers!”
__________________________________________________
February 20 is Feed My Sheep Sunday! Please join us between Sunday services to help with an Easter Project.
__________________________________________________

Vacation Bible School (VBS) June 13–17 from 9am-Noon each day.
The theme is: Monumental – Celebrating God’s Greatness.
__________________________________________________
Children’s Bulletins (Readers & Pre-Readers) are available each Sunday during worship and are found on the table in the
back of the sanctuary, over near the windows. There are also mini clip boards for your child to use, crayons and pencils.
Please return these items to the basket under the table so they can be sanitized.

from Pastor Calvin
MIDDLE SCHOOL / CONFIRMATION (Grades 6-8)
2/2, 2/9, 2/16 - Regular Ministry (5:30-6pm pizza and games, 6:00-6:45 Large Group in the Youth Room, 6:45-7:30 small
groups by grade)
2/18 - Game Night from 6:30-8pm at church (Board Games, Card Games, Giant Jenga, Ping Pong, and more!
2/23 - S.P.Y. Night - Instead of our regular ministry, we’ll be doing a mobile escape room together. Compete against other
teams and see who can escape the fastest!
HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY (Grades 9-12)
We’ll be meeting on Wednesdays from 7-8pm in the youth room. We’re going
through the book of Luke, so come for some games to start, and then some
discussion on the Gospel of Luke. Grades 9-12 are welcome to join us.

MARDI GRAS TRIVIA NIGHT - Youth Gathering Fundraiser
Sunday, February 27 at 6 pm (approx. 2-hour event)
Mark your calendars for our first Youth Gathering Fundraiser! Get your team of
4-8 people together and turn in your registration form (available in the gathering
space or in Pastor Calvin’s Office). There will be prizes for 1st and 2nd place teams.
The cost is $50/team or $10/individual (who will be placed with other team-less
folks.) We will have Mardi Gras themed snacks and family friendly beverages. Also,
bring some extra cash to enter into drawings where you could win cash prizes!
All proceeds will go to the youth and leaders who will be traveling to Minneapolis
this July to the ELCA Youth Gathering. Invite your friends and family to come out
for a good time that goes for a great cause!
If you have questions about any of the above items, reach out to Pastor Calvin
pastorcalvin@stpeterdbq.org
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CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD
REGISTRATION FORM

Greetings to all members and friends of St. Peter Lutheran.
As you read this, we will have already had our Annual Meeting which was Sunday January 30. Hopefully all of you have
read our 2021 Annual Report either in hard copy or digitally. We had a very good year. We welcomed 13 new members
by transfer, baptized 6, confirmed 2, and unfortunately said goodbye to 12 who passed away. All names are listed in the
report for you to review. (Click here to download a copy) We also for the first time in many years spent much time reviewing our rolls and moved 143 individuals from active to inactive status. We plan to review these rolls annually going forward.
We will be reviewing worship attendance and membership numbers at our annual meeting and will be sharing that
information further with the congregation in the future.
Financially, we had a very good year thanks to all of our faithful and generous members. We originally projected a
$17,000 deficit for the year but with $17,000 more than budgeted giving and then $8,000 less in expenses we showed a
$8,000 net positive year. 2022 is budgeted to have a slight deficit with increased giving of about $10,000. Pastor Fund giving continues to be on plan and our Foundation continues on solid footing.
We will be voting on new Bylaws changes and approving some new leaders at our annual meeting also. (Update: all were
approved.)
I want to thank some individuals who have fulfilled their terms in leadership roles in this past year. Rick and Lisa Maiers
have done a great job leading our youth group in the past several years and Mark Whitaker has done a great job faithfully
completing his term as Stewardship Director. Of special note is Scott Schoenhard. Scott has been our treasurer for the
past 6 years. This job is one of constant week in and week out paying bills and keeping the financial records. He has done
an outstanding job here and will be moving into the role of Director of Stewardship Board. Sara Wernimont who has done
a great job leading Christian Education Board is moving to fill the role of Treasurer. Thanks to all of you who have
volunteered your time serving here at St. Peter as we do God’s work together.
I look forward to a Bright Future at St. Peter in 2022.
God Bless, - Doug Horstmann, Executive Director for the Parish Planning Council

ATTENTION—SCAM ALERT:
We are sorry to have to bring this up again, but Pastor Matt has NOT sent out a text (or email) asking for your discreet
help! It is a SCAM - please report these emails as spam, and block the phone number/email address from your account.
Our pastors will NEVER ask for your help this way!
Please DO NOT reply to the scammer, no matter how much you may want to. Doing so validates your contact info
and they will keep doing it. Instead, say a prayer for them, they obviously need it.
Please call the office or the pastors if you need/want help with this!
Thank you and we are sorry if you have been targeted.

Mission Support News

He who follows righteousness and mercy finds life, righteousness and honor. Proverbs 21:21
Doesn’t Groundhog’s Day mean the winter is almost over and we will soon see the start of spring? Soon, very soon.
Thank you everyone that donated gentle used towels to the Rescue Mission for the homeless that come to shower and
wash their clothing. They appreciate your thoughtfulness.
Mission Support will again suggest bringing a nonperishable food or paper product to the church service to be placed in
the basket at the back of the church. The basket will be brought to the alter during the offering time in the service. These
items will be given to the food pantry during the month of February. February is usually the time of year when the food
pantry has its lowest supplies
Ash Wednesday is March 2 this year. We will again be collecting items for the health kits during lent. Watch for a
suggestion each week to bring for the Lutheran World Relief Health kits.
If you have suggestions or would like to become part of our committee, we would like to hear from you!

Yours in Christ, Patty Strathman, Director of Mission Support
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2022 GIVING ENVELOPES AVAILABLE IN GATHERING SPACE
Have you picked up your 2022 Giving Envelopes yet? All envelopes are here! If your giving is set up as an auto deposit,
please take a small box of the special/holiday envelopes.
Why no numbers? We have wasted many boxes of envelopes, because we had to order all the numbers, even if a number was not assigned to someone. In addition, many were not using their boxes, so we decided to forego printing the
numbers on the envelopes and save money too.
To help with accounting of gifts, we ask that you write your member number in the right hand corner. This will assist the
office staff and counters with accurate recording of your gifts. If giving cash it is extra important to be sure to include your
member number. Questions? Contact a member of the Stewardship Board. Thank you.
Doug Horstmann, Amy Unmacht, Mark Whitaker, Dave Yeager, Tim Michel, Scott Schoenhard, JoAnn Hillary
Memorial Donations Received between January 1 and December 31, 2021
Beverly Atkinson Memorial
Karen & Chris Herber
Paul Scherner

Laura Wielage
RE & GE Willis
Timothy & Mary Jane Anderson

Charlie Lemoire Memorial for ELCA Youth Trip
Ardie Meeker

Beverly Atkinson Memorialfor Altar Guild needs
Darleen Sarvis

David Westphal Memorial
Darleen Sarvis
Faye Westphal
Elizabeth Kluesner

Karen Pfeiler Memorial
to Pastor Fund
Betty Artus

Beverly Atkinson Memorialfor Pastor Fund
Betty Artus

David Westphal Memorial foundation fund
Edward McEvoy

Carol Lorenz Memorial
Betty Artus
Don Biermann
Dick Core
Douglas Horstmann
Peg Johannsen
Dick Lorenz
Ann Mauritzson
Edythe Puls
Darleen Sarvis
Paul Scherner
Ruth Unmacht
Roger Wagner
Don Johannsen
Jean Rieniets
Anonymous Anonymous
Ed & Barbara Blinks
M Diane Chevalier/Danielle Lessei
Anne Rouch
Shirley & John Sibley
Ruth Teply

Diane Locklear Memorial
Don Biermann
Dorothy Gibb
Anne Hanselmann
Paul Puls
Jeffrey & Donna Haun
Stephen & Charlene Wells-Kenkel
Ardie Meeker
Diane Locklear Memorial
for the Pastor Fund
Betty Artus
Grace Daughetee Memorial
Gary Norby
Grace Daughetee Memorial
to the Pastor Fund
Betty Artus

Mary Roling Memorial
Darleen Sarvis
Mary Roling Memorial
- use for VBS
Trisha Avenarius
Jean Rieniets
Ralph Roling
Robert Mueller Memorial
to the Pastor Fund
Betty Artus
Roberta Meyer Memorial
Joyce Marsh

Roberta Meyer Memorial Donation to the Pastor Fund
Betty Artus
Tom Pins Memorial
Darleen Sarvis

The 2022 Altar Flower Calendar is up! Stop over by the
office and claim your date(s). Please fill out one of the
gold forms (left side only) so the office has all your info for the bulletin.
Forms are located under the calendar, OR you may click here to download one.
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INSTANT CHURCH DIRECTORY - Yes, we plan to PRINT out some copies of the directory in the
spring of 2022. HOWEVER, we need YOUR help: If you have already logged in and checked your
info, great! If you haven’t, you may go to instantchurchdirectory.com on your browser, or
download the app from the App Store or Google Play Store.
Need help using the directory? Contact Steve Fishwild (see below) or the office (563-583-0860). We are happy to help!
Questions about the directory? Please contact Steve at sfishwild@gmail.com or ask at church when you see him! Thanks!

Gwen’s Pantry Update:
Winter is upon us, and Gwen’s Pantry can use the following items:
Kleenex (pocket packs work great!), Deodorant (solids only for winter), Dental Floss, Toothbrushes,
Mouthwash, bar soap, First Aid items. Liquid items will be put out as weather permits. Accepting full-size,
travel-size, multi-packs. Partial packs of diapers and feminine products can be repackaged.
Other personal care items (NO MEDS) always welcome. Thank You!
Volunteer stockers always needed. (CLICK HERE to SIGNUP) Donations of items not required be a stocker,
as you will be using items from our supply. Questions? contact Cindy Widmar or Jean Kapp
St. Peter Groups & Meeting Info—New friends always welcome, come see what we are about!







Quilting Group—Meets first Thursday of the month in the Fellowship Hall—contact Alice Wagner for more info
Prayer Shawl Group—Meets third Thursday of the month—Knit and Crochet, with Prayer and Fellowship
Zoom Book Club—Meets every Wednesday at 5:00pm (before Bible Study)—Contact Jean Rieniets for more info
Welcoming Committee—Meetings vary—Contact Steve Fishwild for more info—sfishwild@gmail.com
Community Services—Offer your time & skills to others—Contact Steve Fishwild for more info—sfishwild@gmail.com
Worship Servants—Volunteer at worship services—Contact Kelly Roen for more info—kelly.roen@yahoo.com

All worship services will continue to be available online, as well as on Mediacom Channels 81 and 117-4 (see page 6)
Here are the links which will take you to our live and most recent services, and more:
Facebook: facebook.com/stpeterdubuque (Please “Like” our Facebook page while you are there!)
YouTube: youtube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque (you can “Subscribe” to this, too)
Websites: st-peter-lutheran.org (the website you are probably familiar with)
stpeterdbq.org (we are in the midst of transferring info to this one, so both are active)
PayPal: http://stpeterdbq.org/give (a secure way for you to donate to St. Peter online)
Mediacom: Channel 81 or 117-4 (see calendar for the TV schedule)
Book Club on Zoom: Click Here for Zoom Link (Wednesdays at 5:00 pm, before Bible Study)
Bible Study: 6:00 pm WEDNESDAYS – Zoom Link – Click Here (We plan to start up again on January 12)
We will continue to celebrate worship live online at 8:15am Sundays, on our YouTube channel.
If you have questions, please call the office (563-583-0860) or email us at stpeterdbq@q.com

The ongoing ministries of St. Peter are made possible by your financial support. Thank you!!
1. Bring it with you | Mail it | Drop off your offerings or envelopes in one of our secure mailboxes, located near the
south entrance of church. They are checked several times a day, during the week. (feel free to use either one, both are
locked)
2. Set Up a Direct Withdrawal from your bank, using VANCO. Contact the office for info. (also available for the Pastor
Fund). If you need to update your existing direct withdrawal, contact the office.
3. Donate via PayPal. Here’s how:
 Go to www.stpeterdbq.org/give and then select the Donate button. You will be taken to the St. Peter
PayPal page. From there you can use your PayPal account, credit card or debit card to donate.
(You do not need to set up a PayPal account to donate with your credit/debit card.)
 Or, from your cell phone you can simply scan the QR Code here
and it will take you directly to the St. Peter PayPal page.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

We will continue to offer a Zoom
option when possible. Please
contact your group’s leadership
for updated meeting info. If you
need help with Zoom, please
contact the pastors or the office.

Mediacom TV Schedule:
Channels 81 and 117-4
Mon 10 am
Tue 6 pm
Wed 8 am
Thurs 6 pm
Fri
8 pm
Sat
4:30 pm
Sun 8:30 am and 7:30 pm

(P) = Praise & Worship (was “Contemporary”)

(L) = Liturgical (was “Traditional”)

1
Spuce Up Group
8:30 am
Mission Support
Bd Mtg 5 pm

6 Scout Sunday
Worship 8:15am (P)
Lord’s Prayer
Milestone
Sunday School /
Coffee Hour 9:20am

7
Staff 10:45 am

8

Hymn Select 1:30 pm
Evangelical
Outreach 6 pm

Property Bd 7 pm
Worship 10:30am (L) YH-TOPS 5 pm
YH-B. Scouts 7 pm
13
Worship 8:15am (P)
Sunday School /
Coffee Hour 9:20am

14 Valentine’s Day
Staff 10:45 am
WT Music Selection
1:30 pm
Worship 10:30am (L) Stewardship Bd Mtg
5:45 pm
PPC Mtg 7 pm

15
Spuce Up Group
8:30 am

YH-TOPS 5 pm
YH-B. Scouts 7 pm

20
Feed My Sheep
Worship 8:15am (P)
Feed My Sheep
project / Coffee Hour
9:20am
Worship 10:30am (L)
27 Transfiguration
Worship 8:15am (P)
Sunday School /
Coffee Hour 9:20am
Worship 10:30am (L)

Trivia Nite Fundraiser
6pm—at church

21
Staff 10:45 am

22

Worship Bd 6 pm
Lay Ministry 7 pm
YH-TOPS 5 pm
YH-B. Scouts 7 pm

28
Staff 10:45 am
Education Bd
6:30 pm

YH-TOPS 5 pm
YH-B. Scouts 7 pm

Fri

Sat

Communion offered at all services

2
Book Club -Zoom
5 pm
Dinner 5:30 pm
Bible Study Zoom
6 pm
Confirmation 6 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
HS Youth 7:30 pm

3
Quilting Group
9 am-3 pm
Fellowship Hall

9
Book Club -Zoom
5 pm
Dinner 5:30 pm
Bible Study Zoom
6 pm
Confirmation 6 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
HS Youth 7 pm

10
YH Upper-NA mtg

Worship
4:30pm (L)

16
Book Club Zoom
5 pm
Dinner 5:30 pm
Bible Study Zoom
6 pm
Confirmation 6 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
HS Youth 7 pm

17
Prayer Shawl
Group 6 pm

19

23
Books- Zoom 5pm
Dinner 5:30 pm
Bible Study Zoom
6 pm
Confirmation 6pm
Choir 6:30 pm
HS Youth 7 pm

24

March 1
Mardi Gras
Spuce Up Group
8:30 am

March 2
Ash Wednesday
Services:
Noon & 6:30pm

Mission Support
Bd Mtg 5 pm

(no other meetings)

6

4

5
Worship
4:30pm (L)

11

12

YH Upper-NA mtg

18
Middle School
Game Night
YH Upper-NA mtg 6:30-8 pm
March
BELLRINGER
DEADLINE
(short month)

25
YH Upper-NA mtg Men’s Retreat
Weekend—
EWALU Registration
forms in the
front hall at
church

Men’s Bible Study
8am
Worship
4:30pm (L)

26
Men’s Breakfast
8am
Worship
4:30pm (L)

1
2
3
4

5
6
8

10
11
12

13
14

Donna Clemen
Benjamin Buse
Susan Fury
Brandon Haas
Lorraine O’Brien
Jim Petersen
Ramonna Miller
Raelyn Reinert
Erin Schoenhard
Adam Zell
Cal Boland
Lynn Kupferschmidt
Alan Lumley
Stephen Brackett
Paul Herrig
Mary Jane Maas
Elaine Core
Ryan Mullner
Tyler Munson
Christopher DeMotta
Valerie Every
Karen Taylor

15 Anne Hanselmann
Angie Puls
Jean Rieniets
16 William Tinker
17 Cole Schoenhard
Mindy Wiley
18 Justine Bies
19 Mark Dean
Hannah Stoner
20 Bob Papenthien
Diane Rausch
22 Erica Lumley
Jan Peter
23 Caitlyn Finger
Sandy Hyman
24 Scott Peter
26 Raelynn Olsen
Kade Schroeder
28 Justine Leslein
Berdena Miller
Courtney Pfab

We celebrate these special milestones.
Name
Date
Gerald & Arlene Laaker ....................... February 15, 1986
Cal & Alice Boland ............................... February 16, 1974
Doug & Cindy Recker .......................... February 21, 1987
Jay & Lori Schmitt................................ February 24, 2001
“ I thank my God every time I remember
you, constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, because
of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now.” - Philippians 1:3-5

We remember those affiliated with our
congregation who have died in the past
ten years.
February 10, 2013 .............. Kimberly Thill
February 04, 2014 .............. Dolores “Dee” Maggio
February 29, 2016 .............. Jane Klingle
February 1, 2019 ................ Norma Jean Roloff

CALLING ALL SINGERS and MUSICIANS:
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to
sing in a church choir? Now is your chance!

Volunteer Request
from the Iowa Child Advocacy Board
Hello! My name is Dawn Goerdt and I am the
Dubuque Program Coordinator for the Iowa Child
Advocacy Board, maintaining both the Foster Care
Review Board and Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) programs.
We are in need of volunteers for our CASA program
and are hoping there may someone from St. Peter
who is interested. Here is more info:
A CASA is a trained community volunteer who acts
as the eyes and ears of the judge in a juvenile court
case when a family is involved due to abuse and/or
neglect.

The choir is looking for singers for the upcoming Lenten
season. If you (or someone you know) is interested, contact
Kristine Fishler (Kristine.fishler@gmail.com or
563-599-3937) or join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
in the choir room for rehearsals.
(feel free to stop in and check it out, if you aren’t sure.)
Also—if you play an instrument and are interested in
sharing your talent occasionally, please contact Kristine—
we are always looking for instrumentalists, too!
PRAYER LIST:
Do you know someone that could use extra prayers?
Have your prayers been answered?
Should someone be removed from our list?

The CASA gathers necessary information regarding a
child's strengths, needs and services and reports to
the judge so that the judge is well-informed when
making decisions regarding the health and safety of
the child.
The CASA also advocates for the child's medical, emotional and academic well-being throughout the life of
the case.
Go to childadvocacy.iowa.gov to learn more
or to fill out a volunteer application.
Thank you!

Please let us know of any changes to the St. Peter Prayer list.
Thank you! 563-583-0860 - stpeterdbq@q.com
PRAYER SHAWL GROUP
Our Prayer Shawl Group meets on the
third Thursday of each month at 6pm.
Feel free to join them for some
knitting, crocheting,
and fellowship!
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www.stpeterdbq.org
Office Phone: 563-583-0860
Email Address: stpeterdbq@q.com
Office Hours: 9:00-4:00 Mon-Thur; 9:00-1:00 Fri
STAFF
Pastor: Matthew Agee ............................. office: 563-583-0860
voicemail: 563-845-2688
Associate Pastor: Calvin Konop ............... office: 563-583-0860
cell: 563-277-7571
Visitation/Outreach Minister: Jim Daack ........... 563-556-0028
Education Coordinator: Miriam Bjornstad ........ 563-663-6558
Musician: Kristine Fishler ................................... 563-599-3937
Office Manager: Christine Rapp ......................... 563-583-0860
Custodian: Angie Puls .......................................... 563-542-2711

In-Person Worship Services
Liturgical Worship
Saturdays, 4:30 pm
Sundays, 10:30 am
Praise and Worship Service
Sundays, 8:15 am
Holy Communion is celebrated at all services

YouTube Livestream Service
Sundays 8:15 am
YouTube.com/stpeterlutherandubuque
EARLY REMINDER:
Ash Wednesday Services
March 2: Noon and 6:30pm

Saved by God’s mercy, and called by the Holy Spirit,
We share the Good News of Christ by reaching out in Love.

